DESTINATION FEATURES: THE ASSOCIATION DOCTOR: EXPERT ADVICE:

=] T
S Ml 9 | SPOTLIGHT SIMPLE STEPS TO MEETING STRATEGIES :
= — 2 MONTANA, WYOMING PRODUCING A BETTER Creating unique association
- - w | & IDAHO AWARDS PROGRAM event sponsorship programs.

— £ | REGIONAL FOCUS How to plan an association i

= *= | VIRGINIA & awards program that inspires LY T

= WEST VIRGINIA 22 interest instead of boredom. WELLNESS OFFERINGS

Vol 40 1 No.3

|
-
|

WE |

~
-

March

)N

| A& T ¢

F -]

ZINE FOR

3 A

-

M A

T-READ

GULF STATES

STANDING TALL FOR MEETINGS Page 28

[y
W

r'|'1

L)
|

F:

GLLGR
LLZ "ON muwag
aivd
FWAS0O 51
015 LHSHd

=
O,
C
=
=
—
=
-
-
70
72
<X

A ME R

Association News — March 2016 — Page 1



SPOTLIGHT

5 public art projects in
witown area of Boise, Idaho,
ling “Grove Street Illuminated.”

MONTANA,
WYOMING & IDAHO

CHANGING SIDES OF THE WEST

By Melanie Wynne

A sense of discovery has long been imbued in Montana,
Wyoming and Idaho, states shaped by the Wild West and a
spirit of adventure. Although history is still evident and
cherished in these states, there are new attributes worth

seeking out and including in any agenda.
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Recent years have seen a resurgence
of a different kind of spirit—Iocally
crafted beer, wine and liquors—and
attendees might be surprised to note
that it's now as easy to find farm-to-ta-
ble dining as it is good old-fashioned
barbecue. Art appreciation is as popu-
lar as river rafting and rodeo. And vet,
the ever-stunning ranges, buttes and
hills continue to set the stage for events
that reward evervone with excitement,
natural spectacle and a sense of posi-
tive outcome.

MONTANA:
CELEBRATING THE
GREAT OUTDOORS

This year marks the centennial of the
Mational Park Service, and millions of
dollars are being poured into the upkeep
of its various properties including Gla-
cier National Park, which sprawls
across roughly 1 million acres of wild-
life-filled mountains, prairie and tundra.
Several of the park’s trails have already
been improved, and a major renovation
of the famous Going-to-the-5un Road is
expected to wrap up as early as next
vear. The historic Many Glader Hotel in
the northeastern section of the park is
also undergoing a remodel.

One of the popular group touring
options are the vintage Red Buses, whose
roll-back tops let attendees take in the
towering peaks. Each bus can seat up to
17 people. Two special programs sched-
uled for this summer are the National
Park Service’s "Centennial Crown of the
Continent Tour,” which will showcase
the cedar forests of Lake McDonald Val-
ley and Going=tosthe=Sun Road, and
Swan Mountain Outfitters’ three-part
“Clacier Triple Crown Tour,” in which
attendees will saddle up on horseback
for trail rides near Lake McDonald,
Apgar Village and Many Glacier.

Just cutside the west entrance, in
Columbia Falls, construction has begun
on the Cedar Creek Lodge & Convention
Center, which eould open as early as this
summer. Plans include 64 guest rooms
and 3,000 square feet of meeting space.

MOMTAMNA, WYOMING & IDAHO

Glacier National Park’s roughly 1 million
acres are home to mountains and the
pristine glacial waters of McDonald Creek.

The park’'s largest gateway city is
Whitefish, 25 miles away, home to a
mountain resort and host to several
festivals each year. Two of its largest
meeting venues are the 475-seat White-
fish Performing Arts Center, locally
considered a “mini Carnegie Hall” and
prepared to welcome groups with
16,000 square feet of space, and the
Grouse Mountain Lodge, which offers
11,000 square feet of meeting space, a
spa and on-site catering. Golfers will
also appreciate the property’s location
next to the Whitefish Lake Golf Club,
whose clubhouse can seat up to 30

Assoclated Pest Services chose Whites
fish for a meeting last year, drawn by the
“small-town feeling, excellent restau-
rants and great access to the outdoors,”
said Len Douglen, the group’s president
at the time and the executive director of
the Mew Jersey Pest Management Asso-
ciation. The group stayed at the Lodge at
Whitefish Lake, where Douglen found a
warmly accommodating staff that
helped him arrange activities such as
whitewater rafting and a horseback ride
that ended with a cowboy-style cookout,
a guitar-playing storyvteller. a campfire
and s'mores. “What makes Whitefish so
exceptional are the people working in
the hotels, shops and tour companies
who make vou feel vou're in a special
place,” Douglen said.

The Lodge at Whitefish Lake com-
pleted a renovation in 2014 and has
updated guest rooms, an expanded patio
and a new fitness center and indoor pool.
It can host events of up to 300. The
Whitetish Hotel Group, which owns and
operates the Lodge at Whitefish Lake,
plans to open the new Firebrand Hotel
this summer. Plans for the downtown
property include 86 guest rooms, bicycle
rentals, a 7al-square-foot meeting room
and an executive boardroom. In other
hospitality news, in April, a 7é-room
Hampton Inn & Suites is scheduled to

X

VENUE 3 MOMS | FUNCTION SPACE
MONTANA

EAST GLACIER PARK

156 7,188

WEST GLACIER

Owtdoor Center 12 2,000

Grouse Mountain Lodge 143 11,000
Lodge at Whitefish Lake 136 8,000
Whitefish Mountain Resort 276 7,000
Best Western Rocky Mountain Lodge 79 2,522

KALISPELL

Hilton Garden inn 144 14,000
Red Lion Hatel 170 12,000
Bast Westemn Plus/Flathead Lake 58 10,475
Hampton Inn 120 2,700
Homewood Suias 100 1,500
Fiathead Lake Lodge 45 5000
Mounfain Lake Lodge 30 5000
Mavina Cay Resort 50 2300
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112 5500
B0 3,500

Hilton Garden fnn 146 22,000
Hiliday nn/Downtown 200 15,000
DoubleTree Hotel Edgewater 171 8,936
Guaiity fnr 82 6820

Ruby’s Inn & Convention Center 126 6,500
Bmoadway lnn & Corfarance Cenfer @ 5000

Best Inn B4 4,660
Best Westemn Plus Grant Creek Inn 126 3,500
Wingate by Wyndham 00 3,300
Courtyard by Marriatt 92 2200
C'Mon inn 118 2000

122 93,485
Montana Island Lodge 11 &00D
Double Arrow Resort 32 3000

HAMILTON

65 3400

Lakeside Mafel & Resort
HELENA
Red Lion Colomial Hofed 148 15000
FLINCTION SPACE IS SHOWN IN SOUARE FEET

18 3000
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SPOTLIGHT
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YELLOWSTONE NATL PARK w

VENUE GUEST ROOMS FUNCTION SPACE

HELENA

Best Western Great Northem Inn 101 8,000
Holiday Inn Conference Center 71 6500
Jorgenson’s inn & Sultes 116 5432
Copper King Hotel & Convention Cir. 149 17,000
Finken Hotet 55 5000
| sasky |
Buck's T-4 72 7,000
Rainbow Ranch 16 3.805
Best Westem Henltage Inn 231 17,000
Holiday Inn. 168 6.700
Townhouse nns 109 5060
Hiton Garden Inn 116 3,000
SNt
Holdsy lnn/Bozeman 179 7,300
Hion Garden Inn 122 4,000
Holday inn The Grand Montana 316 50,000
Crowne Plaza/Biings 289 16,000
Big Harm Resort 106 13.000
Novthem Halel 160 12,000
Hiton Garden i 128 4,000
Wegas Hofel 100 4,000
Holidsy lnn Conference Hafel 123 10,000
Yogo inn of Lewlsiown 123 7.500
| PpRAY
Chico Hot Springs Resort 110 4,500

WYOMING
JACKSON HOLE AREA
Snoew King Resort 204 17,500

Jscksan Lake | ooge 385 17,000
Four Sessons Resort 124 5,000
Snake River Locge 128 5500
Winginian Lodge 163 5000
Teton Mounfain Lodge & Spa 126 5000

FLNCTION BRACE 5 SHOWN iV B0UARE FEET

MOMNTANA, WYOMING & IDAHD

The arch at Yellowstone National Park's
north entrance is inscribed: “for the
benefit and enjoyment of the people.”

open with an indoor pool, a golf-simula-
tor room and 1,000 square feet of meet-
ing space. And north of town, at the
Whitefish Mountain Resort, the Summit
House benefited from an expansion proj=
ect last vear; its mountaintop restau-
rant—the only such one in the state and

J| boasting 360-degree views—can now

seat up to 135 people.
South of Whitefish, Kalispell is home
to the area’s main airport, Glacier Park

| International, as well as two meeting

hotels: the Hilton Garden Inn and the
Best Western Plus Flathead Lake Inn &
Suites, which can accommodate meet-
ingas of up to 700 and 650, respectively. In
July, the Mational Potato Coundl held a
meeting in Kalispell at the recommenda-
tion of its current chair, who hails from
nearby Ronan. Hollee Alexander, the
council's senior director of programs and
events, called it an "amazing experi-
ence,” with members commenting on the
“breathtaking” scenery. The group uti-
lized the Hilton Garden Inn, and favorite
activities included a sail on Flathead
Lake followed by a meal of Montana
specialties; farm and orchard visits; and a
tour of the 19th-century Conrad Mansion
(which can also host events).

About 115 miles south, Missoula is
another heavy-hitter when it comes to
grand scenery, surrounded by five
mountain ranges. The city is also home
to the University of Montana, which has
37,000 square feet of gathering and
exhibit space, and a wealth of cultural
venues, including the Roxy Theater, a
historic venue with three spaces, the
largest of which can seat up to 140 Addi-
tional venues include the Hilton Garden
Inn fMissoula, with meeting space for up
o 1,600; the Carousel, which can accom-
maodate up to 2,000; and the Caras Park
Pavilion, set beside the Clark Fork River
and able to host up to 3,500 people.

The state capital of Helena struck
gold back in 1864 and gave rise to

many grand mansions, which are still
well preserved and concentrated in the
Helena Historic District. In addition to
tours of the town, the Helena trolley
can be hired for wheeled excursions for
up to 27 people. The largest meeting
hotel in town, the Radisson Colonial
Hotel, has event space for up to 500,
and to the west, Carroll College wel-
comes association conferences and
banquets and has summer housing
options. Lewis & Clark County Fair-
grounds is also popular with planners;
facilities include a 36,000-square-foot
exhibit hall and a 24,000-square-foot
multiuse building that can be config-
ured as an arena. And the Gateway
Center offers 11,400 square feet of
event space and a commercial kitchen.

In Montana's biggeat city, Billings,
many events are held at MetraPark. Its
main venues are a 12,000-seat arena, the
77 ADD=square-foot Expo Center and a
28,800-square-foot pavilion. More inti-
mate meeting facilities in town include
the Billings Petroleum Club, which can
host groups of up to 300; the nearby Yel-
lowstone Art Museum, for events of up
to 400; and the 1,400-seat Alberta Bair
Theater. The downtown, historic Depot
Complex can also host special events of
up to 300 and is home to Trailhead Spir-
its, a craft distillery that welcomes
groups in its Tasting Foom.

Billings’ main convention hotel, the
Holiday Inn The Grand Montana, is
under new management and will
undergo a renovation this year before
being reflagged as a Radisson next year.
It rernains open and offers 50,000 square
feet of meeting space. The downtown
Crowne Plaza will also undergo a make-
over this year before becoming a Dou-
bleTree by Hilton property at the end of
the year. Additionally, a 95-room
Home2 Suites by Hilton is expected to
open this fall, an 85-room Comfort
Suibes is in the works next to the Geyser
Park Family Fun Center, and the North-
ernn Hotel has renovated its guest rooms.
Another frequented property is the Big
Horn Resort, which hosted the events
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for the Museums Association of Mon-
tana, the Montana Correctional Associa-
tion and the Montana Agricultural
Business Association last vear.
Southwestern Montana is ski coun-
try. Groups that meet in Bozeman can
head to the nearby slopes of Bridger
Bowl, where the mid-mountain Deer
Park Chalet can host up to 300 people
and, at the base of the resort, the Jim
Bridger Lodge has space for functions
of up to 150. Apriés-ski, groups might
head over for a tasting at the RBough-
Stock or Wildrve craft distilleries or
Bozeman Spirits. Several central ven-
ues also welcome group events, and
one of the largest is Montana State Uni-
versity, where the Brick Breeden Field-
house has 50,000 square feet of space.
And then there's Big Sky, home to
one of America’s largest ski complexes:
the 5,800-acre Big Sky Resort. [t offers
lodging for more than 2,000 attendees
and the 55,000-square-foot Yellowstone

DESTINATION

Miccoula

MONTANA, WYOMING & IDAHO

Conference Center and the outdoor Lone
PPeak Pavilion can accommodate up to
500 people {available in the summer
months). The resort recently added new
terrain parks and runs, a new stash park
and a family-friendly kids" adventure
area. And a highlight is the ride up the
Lone Peak Tram to an altitude of 11,166
feet, where the views extend out to three
states and two national parks.

WYOMING:
EPIC PARKS &
PIONEERING WAYS

A mecca for nature and wildlife lov-
ers=—and well-outfitted for association
gatherings—the public lands of Wyo-
ming are some of the nation's most
popular attractions. During the sum-
mer months, planners can arrange riv-
er-rafting, Ay-fishing, horseback-riding
and hiking excursions, while the win-
ter offers opportunities for sleigh fddes,
cross=country skiing and snowshoeing,

THERE’S THIS PLACE

And year=round, historic sites narrate
stories of the famous (and infamous)
legends that shaped Western history.

Set abop a supervoleano, Yellowsbone
Mational Park is a geologic wonder—
bubbling with geothermal waters, steam-
ing with geysers—and a natural habitat
to grizelies, wolves, elk and bison. There
are two venues within Yellowstone that
offer event space for up to 100 guests: the
Old Faithful Snow Lodge & Cabins near
the park's famous geyser and the Mam-
maoth Hot Springs Hotel & Cabins.

Just south of Yellowstone, Grand
Teton Mational Park offers equally
spectacular scenery, including the
Snake River, the Teton Range and gla-
cial Jenny Lake, the latter of which has
seen surrounding trails spruced up
thanks to the centennial improvement
project. The park’s hub, the Jackson
Lake Lodge, is decorated with Native
American and western art, has 17,000
square feet of meeting space for up to

Call our experts at 1.800.526.3465 or visit destinationmissoula.org/an
for help planning your Missouta, Montana event.
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SPOTLIGHT

600 people and is loved for 60-foot
windows that offer panoramic views of
the lake and mountains. Jackson Hole
Airport is also located within the park,
just 30 miles south of the lodge.
Located between the airport and the
town of Jackson, the National Museum
of Wildlife Art offers roughly 13,000
square feet of event space—facilities
include classrooms, galleries, a terrace
and a 200-seat auditorium—and over-
looks the National Elk Refuge. Down-
town, attendees can explore galleries,
shops, fine restaurants and a central
square designed with elk antlers (col-
lected after the animals have naturally
shed them). From here, it’s just a 15-min-
ute walk to the Snow King Resort Hotel,
which has more than 10,000 square feet
of meeting space, and, down the street,
its Grand View Lodge, with another
7,500 square feet of indoor meeting
space. Both properties are convenient to
the “hometown hill” for skiing, snow-

MONTANA, WYOMING & IDAHO

220; and the Four Seasons Resort /Jack-
son Hole, which can accommodate spe-
cial events of up to 270.

Planners who want to give attendees
a taste of the Wild West while based rela-
tively near Yellowstone's east entrance
(open generally from early May to early
October) can base their group in Cody,
founded in 1896 by showman Buffalo
Bill Cody. Today, its well-preserved
downtown is full of shops and restau-
rants and the Irma Hotel, named for
Cody’s daughter and featuring the hand-
carved cherrywood bar that Queen Vie-
toria gave him as a gift. The hotel can
host banquets of up to 200, and during
the summer months, an evening gun-
fight takes place just outside its doors.

The largest venue in town is the
Buffalo Bill Village Resort, featuring
10,000 square feet of special-event
space and a Holiday Inn, a Comfort Inn
and a collection of remodeled cabins. A
few blocks away, the multi-museum

The Wyoming State Capitol in Cheyenne
is undergoing a restoration as part of
the Wyoming Capitol Square Project.

event facilities include an arena for up
to 19,000 people and a 30,000-square-
foot exhibit hall. For this perennial
favorite on the American rodeo circuit,
accommodations tend to sell out fast,
so groups heading to town this time of
year should plan ahead accordingly.

Cheyenne now has more than 2,500
hotel rooms within its city limits. A new
Staybridge Suites and Fairfield Inn &
Suites opened last year, and a 130-room
Hilton Garden Inn is expected to open
later this year downtown with 8,000
square feet of meeting space. In January,
the SpringHill Suites by Marriott coms-
pleted a renovation of its lobby and guest
rooms. One of the city’s largest meeting
hotels is the 80-acre Little American
Hotel & Resort, which can host functions
of up to 1,475 and has a nine-hole golf
course and a heated pool.

Cowboy-themed dinner shows and
guided trail rides are part of the package
at the Bit-O-Wyo Ranch, 20 miles north-
west of town. Also worth visiting nearby
is Curt Gowdy State Park, where a reno-
vated welcome center offers panoramic
views of the Laramie Mountains, and an
amphitheater and the Hynds Lodge
(open from May through September)
serve groups with meeting space and
overnight accommodations.

Back in town, the Cheyenne Frontier
Days Old West Museum, with an
extensive carriage collection, is avail-
able for gatherings of up to 100 guests,
while the restored 1886 Cheyenne
Depot Museum can host up to 300 peo-

boarding and tubing.

Roughly 12 miles to the northwest,
Teton Village lies at the base of the
Jackson Hole Mountain Resort and is
home to a handful of high-end options
for groups. Such properties with meet-
ing space include the Teton Mountain
Lodge & Spa, which can host up to 150
people for events; the Snake River
Lodge & Spa, for functions of up to

Buffalo Bill Center of the West has
gathering space for up to 700. Each
June, it hosts an annual powwow of 28
tribes. Other summertime fun includes
nightly rodeo action between June 1
and August 31 in Stampede Park.

And speaking of rodeos, each sum-
mer in the state capital of Cheyenne,
Frontier Days kicks up its booted heels
(and spurs) at Frontier Park, where

ple. The Ice & Event Center has 17,000
square feet of floor space and can seat
up to 2,100 people and the Cheyenne
Civie Center Performing Arts Theatre
can seat up to 1,49% people. The Chey-
enne Botanic Gardens can host up to
150 for events but is undergoing an
expansion and renovation that may
limit availability; the project is
expected to be complete by next spring,
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Roughly 180 miles north, on the
banks of the Morth Platte River, Casper
has greatly developed since its days as
an outpost in the mid-1800s, bolstered by
oil, coal and uranium. Attractions
include the NMational Trails Historic Inter-
pretive Center and several museums.

Overlooking the verdant Platte
River Valley from its hilltop location,
the Casper Events Center offers, argu-
ably, some of the best views in town. It
can aceommaodate conventions with as
many as 10,000 people, or trade shows
can utilize its 29,000 square feet of
exhibit space.

A major renovation of the Parkway
Plaza Hotel & Convention Centre is
nearing completion. The project, which
began last vear under new ownership, is
updating all guest rooms, public spaces
and meeting space (more than 43,000
indoors and out). Two other notable
meeting properties are the Ramkota
Hotel & Conference Center (formerly the

Visit Cheyenne's services, combined with
reasonable costs for meeting space, food, and
beverage enhance the bottom line for your meeting.

MONTANA, WYOMING & IDAHD

Best Western Ramkota Hotel) and the
Ramada Plaza Casper Hotel & Convens-
tion Center. Both offer more than 10,000

square feet of event space.

IDAHO:
GROWTH IN THE GEM STATE

Though it's best known for potatoes,
there is more to Idaho than just its agri-
cultural aptitude. The state provides a
slew of fun and fantastic natural distrac-
Hons for group events, including hunting
for glittering star garnets, huckleberry
picking, fishing in trout-filled lakes and
rivers and hiking through pine forests
filled with bluebirds and fragrant wild-
flowers. Also worth noting is the craft-
beer trend currently sweeping the state,
which is very ftting considering Idaho is
the nation's largest barley producer and
its third-largest hop producer. More than
50 such breweries weleome groups for
tastings. The Idaho Brewers Trail Map
offers a complete listing,

VENLE

Haotel Tera 132 4.500
inn &t Jeckson Hole 83 1.500

Holidey Inn Bufslo Bil Vilage Resort 346 10,000

Holdsy Inn Shendan-Comention Cir. 245 12,000
Best Western/Sherdan Canfer 139 7181

Clarion inn & Comvention Cenmer

1589 10,423

Litte America Hotel & Resort 1686 32,000
Cheyenne Holiday inn & Conf. Cenber 254 19,000

Histonc Flains Hokel 100 9000
Comdort inn & Sultes 72 1.000
TowneFlace Sules 86 250

CASPER

Farkway Plaza Hotel 287 25,000
Ramkota Hotel & Conderence Center 229 14,000
Ramada Plers Riverside Hofal 200 11,726
Hiton Gardan Inn 121 3.000

Fronghom Lodge 56 2323

Holidsy nn Riverton Convention Cir.
TEN SLEEP
Big Horm Sk Lodge

121 10,000

265 17,000

Hitonr Gardan I 135 13,000
FUNCTION SPAGE (5 SHOWN i SOUARE FEET

From assistance with social media to
your very own mobile meeting website
and complimentary use of our cell phone

charging station, Visit Cheyenne helps your
meeting be at the forefront of technology.

Visit Cheyenne assists in planning your meeting,
selecting meeting space and hotel rooms. Our
online registration system saves you money and
our on=-site registration assistance streamlines
your effort, increasing productivity.

Start Planning Today!

Call Jim, Lisa or Will at 800-426-5009

Visit Cheyanne's services, combined with
outstanding meeting locations, ensure that
your meeting leaves attendees engaged,
energized, and educated.

VISIT CHEYENNE

T'he Comvention & Visitors Bureau
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SPOTLIGHT

In recent years, Boise has been top-
ping “best of” lists in magazines like
Time, Sunset and Forbes for its active

recreational environment, booming
cultural scene and economic cost of
doing business. The capital city is also
a convivial and creative one, and
groups might find themselves heading
out to try the beverages of the Boise
Ale Trail in their spare time or gather-
ing at the new, multimillion-dollar
Jack’s Urban Meeting Place (JUMP)
downtown, which offers features that
include a variety of studios—including
one for cooking and another for multi-
media projects—as well as meeting
rooms and green outdoor spaces.
Boise is also home to a sizable
Basque community, some 16,000 peo-
ple who have immigrated from north-
ern Spain since the 19th century, and
the heritage is celebrated in the singu-
lar Basque Block downtown. Its focal
point is the Basque Museum & Cul-

surrounding block businesses can host
events for hundreds of attendees.
Meghan Likes, meeting and events
specialist for the National Co+op Gro=
cers, said she chose Boise for the orga-
nization’s July 2015 marketing
conference because the city offered “an
urban environment without sacrificing
the state's natural beauty. Boise is

MONTANA, WYOMING & IDAHO

affordable, safe and inviting for partici-
pants and has a walkable downtown
area with great dining options.”

Likes opted to base her grocers at the
downtown Grove Hotel, which is
attached to the 5,400-seat CenturyLink
Arena. Not only did participants find the
hotel’s service “extremely efficient” and
“super friendly,” but they also enjoyed
being walking distance from the Boise
Co-op, the group’s local member co-op.

The adjacent Boise Centre presently
offers 50,000 square feet of flexible
exhibit and convention space but is
undergoing a $70 million expansion
that will add 36,000 square feet to the
facility—including a 14,000-square-
foot ballroom—by late this summer.

Boise State University welcomes
outside events at the 2,037-seat Morri-
son Center for the Performing Arts and
at Taco Bell Arena, which has 17,472
square feet of exhibit space or seating
for upwards of 12,000 people, as well
campus, the historic Boise Depot can
host up to 300 guests in its Great Hall.

South of downtown, near the airport,
the Boise Hotel & Conference Center was
rebranded as the Wyndham Garden
Boise Airport last summer. It can accom-
modate meetings of up to 450, A few
miles away, the World Center for Birds
of Prey has outdoor event space and

All the activities in Grand Teton National
Park are easily accessible to groups
meeting at the park’s Jackson Lake Lodge.

offers various educational programs and
avian flight demonstrations.

Northwest of downtown, in Garden
City, is Expo Idaho, with 84,000 square
feet of space. Facilities include the
72,000-square-foot, three-section Exposi-
tion Building, a smaller building that can
host up to 500 and surrounding parkland
dotted with cottonwood trees.

In the city of Nampa, the Ford Idaho

Center has a 120,000-square-foot arena, a

100,000-square-foot sports center and a
10,500-seat amphitheater. At Northwest
Nazarene University, planners can turn
to the Brandt Center, which houses the
1,500-seat Swayne Auditorium and a
9,000-square-foot lobby. Other area ven-
ues include the Nampa Civic Center,
home to 14 event spaces including an
auditorium for up to 640 people and a
banquet room for up to 1,200, and the
Warhawk Air Museum, which honors
American veterans, displays a rotating
collection of vintage military aircraft and
features a 20,000-square-foot wing dedi-
cated to both World Wars.

An emerging wine-tasting destina-
tion is southwestern Idaho’s Snake
River Valley, home to more than 30
wineries, most of which offer group
tours and tastings. Growing conditions
in this sunny area are similar to the
Rioja region of Spain, and its most com-
mon wines include chardonnay, ries-
ling, syrah, malbec and tempranillo.

About 160 miles east of Boise, with an
airport served by nonstop daily flights
from several West Coast hubs, is Sun
resort towns in America. Following an
extensive remodel, the Sun Valley Lodge
reopened last June with 108 guest rooms
(including five celebrity suites named
after famous resort visitors), a new
20,000-square-foot spa, an outdoor pool
and café overlooking Bald Mountain, a
refurbished lobby and restaurant and
meeting space for up to 1,000 people. In

Association News — March 2016 — Page 8




nearby Ketchum, with views of the
Smokey and Boulder ranges, the Knob
Hill Inn offers 1LB0D square feet of out-
door space for events of up to 150 and
four indoor meeting spaces, the largest of
which can accommaodate up o 130,

The biggest city in the northern Idaho
Panhandle is Coeur d"Alene, which is
just 30 miles from Spokane, Washington.
Attendees who want to spend their free
time outdoors can do so in the surround-
ing, pine-filled national forest or at doze-
ens of glacial lakes in the area, including
the eponymous Lake Coeur d°Alene.
Along its shores, the Coeur d"Alene
Resort features a spa, marina, an 18-hole
golf course and 32,000 square feet of
conference space, including the
11,000=-square-foot Hagadone Event
Center. Last year, the Idaho School
Board Association met at the resort, as
did the International Interior Design
Assodation and the Pacific Branch of the
Entomological Society of America.

MONTANA, WYOMING & IDAHD

Winter is an especially fun time to
visit Coeur d” Alene, as there are two ski
resorts within an hour's drve of town. In
Kellogg, Silver Mountain features a
large-sized indoor water park and a
snow-tubing course and can acoommos
date groups of up to 350. Schweitzer
Mountain, in Sandpoint, can host up to
250 and has trails for snow biking,
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing,
snowmobiling and good old-fashioned
downhill skiing,

SPARKING INSPIRATION
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

There's no real off-season in Mon-
tana, Wyoming and Idaho, when one
considers how much there is to do—
espedally outdoors—year-round. The
kinds of networking that can be enjoyed
indoors are just as wonderful outdoors
on a hike. In these states, camaraderie
and a connection to nature are two of the
highlights of any association event. i

Boise has quickly become one

of the Northwest's most vibrant
hot spots and Boise Centre's
convenient locarion in downrtown
is easily accessible ro culrure,
entercainment and recreation.

It's easier than ever to host

your next meeting, convention

or tradeshow ar Boise Centre,
Idaho’s premier convention facility.

GUEST ROOME | FUNCTION SPACE
IDAHO
Grove Haofel 252 36,000
The Riverside Holel 303 21,000
Wynaham Ganen Snise Alpor 116 12,000
Red Lion/Boise Downiown 182 B.000
Best Westam Vista lhn 85 4412
Oxford Sulfes 132 4292
Springhill Sulfes by Marriof! 230 3,600
Hamgion inn/Downbown 3,200
Cosur d'Akens Resort 335 32,000
Best Westem Flus 122 13,000
WORLEY
Cosur dAkene Casing Resont Hotel 202 40,000
SUM VALLEY
Sun Valey Resort 530 25000
Efhom Resort Golf & Skl Ciub 131 5000
Knob HIll knn 25 3800

MCCALL

Shore Lodge 77 13,000

POST FALLS
Red Lion Tempiin's Hotel
POCATELLO

163 14,000

Red Lion 150 13,000

Holiday lnn 190 8,429
Hiton Garden Ine 119 16,520
Shilo fnn Suites Hotel 161 10,200

FLINCTION SPRCE 15 SHOWN i S00ARE FEET

» Non-stop air service from 19 major
U.S. ciries.

» Currently expanding ro 86,000
sq. fr. A new 14,000 sq. f.
ballroom, 22,000 sq. ft. of new
meeting and pre-function space is
coming in September 2016.

* Boise is adding hotels ro accommodate
larger conventions and groups.

Give us a call. We look forward to introducing you to a
bigger and better Boise Centre.

boise |centre

boisecentre.com

208.336.8900
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