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Ski Excellence

Peak experiences
on the slopes
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Ski Country

Corduroy cruisers, epic steeps and fresh tracks at
Sun Valley and Mammoth Mountain

BY 1C0D SCHWARTZ
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%: THE EXPANSIVE MOUNTAINS
the west of Sun Valley stretch b
aff the M

P }jr_‘:w"s that ¢

quic ap off the

x_'nlr"v ds me | blsck-diamand May

day Bowl, painted with sunshine and = sitky

r".?.‘.‘ 4 r'r.f'-nf. x:»r 51

Abovw laft: Sun

Valley iz krowr for

its lang. corting-

ausly pached runs

wrns ~:-_-'I'~-_|I,-
groomed craizers.
o the southest, | ean see Seal-
tle Ridge Day Ladge below me Abowe: Sesttle
and beyond that the zirport and Fidge Day Ladge is
) e 3 great spot for
the Gty of Hailey, and in every

lunch snacks or an
direction, blue sky, white snow an

afterraon bresk
gteen mountans and ... oops,
better pay attention as | reach the
bumps that cventually furnned
down to the Broadway greomer. Head and shoulders
guiet: look abead down the line; knees loose Lo alsaorh
the terrain: check my speed on the back of the next
buemp; plant iy peles on the ps; swoile big.
Sornewhere in the ane smal! labe of my brain nat
focused on getting dowm the hill, Trezlize that what
makes skiing so enjoyable is the pure nondigital, mul-
tisensory reality of it all: the weather in my fuce. the
freedom to choase my own path and teel its termin
beaest: my poles aod skis; B thell of oy eyes and
iy el anel roy halinee working in syne—mrh
of the time, anyway,

And, most of all, 1 enjoy the unmediate results of
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my actions, from pure deep-breath joy at the end of 5
run 1o a collar full of Sun Valley powder midbow? if [
happen o get behind my boots i the bumps,
Cenerations of skiers have found jov at this Hawless
skiarca, which has eatered its Both vear while sitting
at the ferelront of resart technology and amenibes.
Anather longtime tavorite, dating hack ta the early
1920s, 3 Mammoth Mountain Sk Area, which has
alsa continued w modernize and add amenities. Both
resorts are justly renawned for their big slices of high-

country beaven and terrific Westeen skiing.

Superb Sun Valley

Alter managing the meguls sod reaching Broadwas, 1
miake long terms until 'm back st the base of Mayday
chair, which delivers me to the center of 3 row of cight
connecled bowls, steeteiing from Christinas Lo Sig's.
I swing under the lift line and drop into Lookaus
Bowl. Halfway down. [ dive mto the weoads that top
each ridue between bowls. The pitch flls away nicely,
the tree spacing is rignt; and 1 spend the next hour
plaving bow! games all along the line,

Eventually Proe resdy Gor some luxuey coasing, so |
ski past the base of Mayday chair and jump on the
Scattle Ridge high-spoed quad that takes mc up to
wide boulevards of sun-splashed corduroy: Grelchen's
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Cold, Muftv's Medsls, Christin's Silver—all named for
Sun Yalley's Olympic modal winners,

Sun Valley is justly famous for long, continuously
pitched {Hat spots are rare) and superby groomed
cruizets, ranging from beginner-fiiendly forgiving to
Wirrld Cup ruee course steep. The LS. Alpine Chane
pionshipe, in fact, were held here 1351 spring and will
return in zor8.

Graved by as much as 230 inches afannual naturad
snowtall, Bald and Dollar mountzinz, which make up
e Sun Valley resort, are also served by hundreds of
high-tech, water efficient snowmaking jels, with so
much capacity that exparsive runs siuch as Upper
Cellege can be completely covered with human-
crafted powder in just three days.

Sun Valley's 18 litts and 121 runs, spanning 3.400
feat of vertical, are almost certainly beyond what zail-
road baron and skier Williarm Averell Harsienan imag
ined back in the Great Depression when he sought a
pew way Lo atiract rain passengers lo the West He
senit an Austrian count named Felix Sehaffgotsch to
tind the ideal place for 3 winter vesort, and the sover-
elgn spow chaser eventually came Lo Ketchu:,
lkzho  krowen at that time for seme of the largest
herds of sheep in the West The combination of per-
fectly angled slopes, dependable snove and lots of sun-
znine soid Harriman, and by 1936 he had founded
Sun Valley.

Sean the wackds first chairdifts were hauling well
heeled movie stars, starets and business ycoons,
Eight decades Jater, Swn Valiey is a skiers' and ridess’
mauntain still rich with elevatedd Western panache.
And some youthtul edge, Dollar Mountsin, just south-
cast of the nicely renevated Sun Valley Ledge, is home
to a family crass courses a largers, maore challenging
cros course; and three terrain parks,

[ like W keep oy boards within at least shouling
distanee af the <urfuce, so 1 zoom dwn Loser Droacd
way 1o the Celd Springs chair, which travels to the
iconic Roundhowse restawant—y7c0 feet up Baldy,

COUPTISY SUR YALLEY BIST0T X5

Where to stay at Sun Valley

Sun Valloy Lodge
has apanad a
new 20,000
square-fool spa.

Abavae: Dollar Mountain
it home to three terrain
parks as well a3 two
CIOG% COUMSas.
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77 vears voung, and hone to exceptional foed and

virws, | stop in for 2 teerile lunch, 25 Gary Caoper
and Froest Hemingway did before me, Tacey probably
didn't cat crcamy swoet potato bisque and a luscious
lambyaned grillesl eggplant sandwich, but | do.

Then it's bve minutes on the high-speed Christimas
dials Lo e top, and an antzzing aftecncon of Japs in
acres af perfectly aladed terrain off the Frenchman'’s
chair, zome keep-calme-and-charge-on-style rippers
down wide-open Greyhawk and Heemingway, and
great drops down Limelight and Picaba’s Street.

At day’s end, most everyone bas headed for aprds,
and (s just me carving down Upper College and Fly-
ing Squirsel with the kyaering sun behind me. Chas.
ing shadows in golden light, T open it up. stand nard
an Ue downtull ski and revel i the reality. Nothiog Lo
swipe or dick, no passwords, no Game Over. Just skis

and snow and slicing through crysmalline [daho aix

Sierra Superstar

A fow days later ' stepping off the Panoramas
Gondola et the n,o54-font summit of California's
Mammota Mountain, This is the highest litt-sered
tervain wess of the Rockics. and | take to 360 degrees

af pretty serious skiing, and 1g degrees Fahrenheit of

b MO

slightly Gun mowntals aie.,

1 oauled also tuke ina oo lunch and a gralogy les
=an, since Mammath'’s Elevensy Cale and Tnterpretive
Center 2 tight beside me, but its still cardy, and
there's tao much ta see and to ski.

Ca'ifornia’s High Sierra is spread out around me
The splues of the Minaret Range tise Lo e northvwest
The massive granitee Balloon Dorme manalith hunkers
ta the scathwest, To the cast, past the town of Mam-
moth Lakes, a huge voleanie explesion 76c,000 years
ago created the bawl of the Long Valley Calders, one
of carth’s lavacst volcanic craters. Abowe the caldera. a
plaze is cu final approack: Lo te Manrunoth Yoserute
Airport. abouwt to minutes from tawn.

Alzo arrayed around me are 23 lifts and 3,500 ski-
able acres, Trom: mellow Cruisers W sleep, pacrow
chutes. | take ot down the long summit rdae, whene
tac world falls away ar a go-degree pitch, and drop
aiutiously into Climax. 115 a double-black-diamead
bawl with an attention-getting entry af nupe irreanlar
bumpe. Plan the first tarce tums, don't hesitate, stay
aulaver Lhe skis. breathe, Aller that, 10 all Tufly
white happiness.

Exiting Climax, 1 carve GS turns doan the greomoed
runs in Suddle Bow! to the Panoruma mudstation.
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